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Ace Frehley is the man who 
gave the original Kiss line-up 

one hugely important attribute - 
attitude - ahd he remains a massive 
favourite with tho.band'a hardcore 
fans to this day. Dave Reynolds 
hooks up with the guitarist for a 
wide-ranging interview. 


DESPITE "ADMITTING TO HAVING never taken в 
lesson and! being purely self-taught, Paul Daniel Ace 
Frehley became one of the most inflenta players of a 
time as one of the fouf original members of Kis. 

The band wae formed in 19/3 from the ashes of various 
New York outfits including Gene Senmons arid Paul 
Stanley's band Wicked Lester With the help of visionary 
manager ВИ Aucoin and Casablanca label boss Nell 
Bogart the quartet quickly became one of America's. 
greatest concart attractions, i addition to achieving 
‘multi-platinum record sales as they Kicked their 
Platform booted way trom thelr mics to ite 70s 
heyday into а mere challenging рано for Uem i 
зану ‘B05. 

Ace Frehiey dained his nickname aftee showing 
an impressive ability to snare а депа at school 
Although his musical achievements ware framed against 
a background of personal excess that imSlved cop ous 
amounts of drugs, booze and women (along with the oda 
wiockod DeCorean automobile) ак he rightly points out. 
he was never tied from Kies. Не сув effective two 
Stints with the self-styled ‘hottest band inthe world. the 
first ending m late 1982 and the second start when the 
опата band reunited 6 

Вот in the Bronx. New York ا‎ 195), Frey fst adit 
the band as kiss were about {o make а return to Jor 
comeback after the disaster that was the conceptual 
(Music From) The Eider recording i 1981 Although hê 
appeared on the cover artwork of Кая Creatures OF 
‘The Night; released in October 1982, and participated 
in tho video for tho "1 Love It Loud’ Single, Ace played no 
art in the actual recording ofthe album and officially 
anounced his dapatture after completing а promotional 
tour of Europe aê the end of that year 


HAVING SIGNED o dosl with Mogaforce Rocords (atthe 
teme on Atlantic Record affi) the айн! э frst 
род-квз album finally emerged in 1987; interestingly 
Ace chose to launch hi new project as à band rather 
tran as pure solo outing and had carefully assembled 
a collection of talented musicians. The amusingly tied 
Fresieys Comet included ex-707 voealist/auitarst Tod 
worth (who d replaced Aces original сока of right 
hand man, Richie Scarlet, in the Iihe-up), former Pater. 
Frampton bassist John Regan, and Frohiay’s long: 
tme partner in-erme. drummer Anton Fig (of Spider/ 
Shangna David Letterman fame). After the uponymaui 
debut album's modest success, a year dawn the lim. 
Second Sighting’ did't sell as well as everyone expcted, 
The problem was thot there Just werên enough Abo 
Frehiey songs on t. indeed Rock Candy Mag editor 
Howard Johnson noted in Ns review 2f the album in. 
issue 190 of Kerrang! bak In Jure 1988 that Ace "hasn't 
bee the egotistical bastard ۱3۷ all reat guitarists aro 
he has taken the music by thé scru of the neck and. 
mace tS hie own 
was all change for Frehley next sola album. ав 
Ace dropped the Frehiey's Cornet moniker to revert 16, *# 
his own name, 1989's Trouble Walkin” also found hin 
reunited with orginal Frehleys Comet member Riche 
‘Scarlet and veteran producer Eddie Kramer, with whom. 
Асе had recorded not only as a member of Kiss, But 
эш оп па legendary fret solo album released in 1978. A 
pretty sold анаи Trouble Walkin” regained a litle of the 
round lost with ‘Second Sighting but not enough to 
enable him to follow il up with anything sturdier + 


AFTER LOSING the Megafotce dal it woulda't e 
‘until 2009, some 20 years iater that thé Spacemans Ве. 


ИБ ACE FREHLEY 


But cracks would appear over time, resulting ithe 
eventual departures of both Ace in 2002 aad drummer. 
has subsequently Е 
hosen to continue 
With former Black Ni 
Blue guitarist Tammy 
ayer who hád Been 
inthe fold stew 4 
and former Badlands 
amd Black Sabbath 
1o replace Ene Carr 
[m 
yer and Singer 
have adopted the Spscemani and Catman charactere 
popularised by Frehley and Criss 


HAVING BEEN sober for 


over a decade now. Frehley 


has been extremly proactive over the last few years, 
successfully resurrecting his Solo сагаеп 2014 with 
tly being more protic 


‘Space Invader and sub 

than inthe previous 20 yers 

plenty of bridges with S 

а recent verbal spat ove 

Road! tour The former played boss and co 
ngs with Ace on last years Spaceman 


"rr s. 


And Water on ec covers аиту “Origins, VoL Y. 
When Rock Condy Mog cough ub with Ace recently 
we found him in fino form Bnd as candid as ever when 
cussing his 9۶۴ 


YOU HAVE A NEW SOLO ALBUM DUE AT THE END OF 
THIS YEAR CALLED ‘ORIGINS, VOL. 2 THE SEQUEL 
то YOUR FIRST COVERS ALBUM ‘ORIGINS, VOL. Y 
FROM 2016.15 THE 
CONCEPT THE! 
SAME, WHERE YOU 
COLLABORATE WITH 
GUEST AR 
“Yes ki Ive get ۰۲ 
John S رن‎ a 
эв е аа on the firs 
чете. Bruce Kulak 
К 
Мә Depression 
and ла Ford, wor 
ve known evar ince 
she was in The Runaways and who was lta on; Vol 
асоту again. Life and Cheap Tks Robin. 
Zonder are the two guest vocalists Robins singing ls 
‘on Humble рез 30 Days n Te Hole We as Sore 
‘Tur’ Jack Flash’ by the Boing Stones, 686 camo te 
ту mouse and | cached her for twa days She came ûe 
‘th some great idest when t cama to Charging the” 
rangement anc absolutely nale the song” 


WERE YOU PLEASED WITH THE RESPONSE TO YOUR + 

LAST ALBUM, 2018'S ЗРАСЕМАН? 4 
"Yeah, 1 think t was received quite well. 'm really happy 

жап а Obvicusy & had the two tacks | созот with 


Gene Simmons. 
without You 
m Nothing” апа 
"Your Weh ls + 
My Command 
but I'm reglly 
surprised that 
the cover of 
[Bade Money's 1 
Wanna Go Baek 
didn't raise more. 
'eyebrows IDs one 
ft my favourite 
songs on.tbe * 
record. 1 always 
thought И was a 
wel Weten مد‎ 
and love 4 
Hynes. started. 
playing туе 
fang it Works 
really well" 


AT DID 
5۷ 

TELL US ABOUT 

ACE THAT WE DIDNT ALREADY KNOW? 

"don't think i gavê anybody any newénsight into me. 
شی نا‎ sore playing that Гуе dove over 
the last 40 vers But do think itshows'censistency and 
fortitude, Ive been regularly chürring oUt altims that 
have always зове and | know that, Origins, Vol. 2 wil 
bo wall received.” , 


You seem Very 
PASSIONATE ABOUT 
YOUR SPECIALIST 
SUBIECT IN PURSUIT 
OF ROCK AND ROLL. 

7 DEFIANT, EVEN? 7٦ 
(My rst vito Jeanette 
тойа те she thought that 


"he old duy was o lite on the nervous tide, 
ew 0) В more laid back and does t get rattled 
io find myself eigying fying more than | used 


Te inst ME | НЕАЯО Ябские WITH THE 


щат Is LYRIC ABOUT "We've нар OUR 
IT WAS ABOUT YOUR. 
[eros ON CLOSER SCRUTINY 
atone vo бє HORE ro vo ити там OF BENS 
ONTHEROAD. 
"think itseasier now [Iva seasoned racehorse! When 
I used to party Iwas my own worst enemy, bachuse, 
waking ир with a hangover every day wasnt good. Мен 
healthier now and its all about fno turing. The charbes 
inthe 
‘groove now For example, Гуе been staying with ту 
daughter Monique and catching up with her ہ۱‎ California 
found ts easier to get а fight out from the airport 10 


minutes from 
her house John 
Wayne Airport at 
Newport Beach} 
than ge through 
the stress of 
having'to fly from 
LAX [Los Angeles. 
international 

"ts those litle 
changes that 

‘can make all 

the differenco 


SUBJECT-WISE, 
THAT SONG 
HAS AN AIR OF 
твЕтн' ABOUT 
Tf. "PLL GIVE 
YOU A BUZZ 
WHEN 1 TÀKE A 
BREAK, NOW Рм. 
ROCKING WITH 
Tue Bors.” 
“Hing it 
interesting how 
ماع کم‎ interpret lyrics and can get different things from 
them | write lyrics зо quickly that | really dort put too 
‘much effort inta them. Sometimes f do Ге) things ore 
beamed into my head | mean; never tog а guitar 
lesson yet now tm considered an influential gutar player. 
just hac. visions of being.a rock star when | was 17 and 
IS been a rollercoaster ne ever since, 1m a lot more 
Tofused hów, though!" 


YOU HAVE THAT NEW. 
BÀND, OF COURSE... 
ooh they were playing. 
with Gene in his койо band. 
СЕНИ can't remember thelr 
surnames though, but 
Jeremy tAsbrock] - the 
utar piayar = plays lead 
7 With me on the version 
BEZéppein's ‘Good Times. Bad Timer that wil e on 
(Origin, Vol 2. fest met them when | played with 
Gene i Australia and went on to play eight shows with 
them оп my cwn in Japan {thé line-up is completed by 
каї Ryan Cook bassist Philip Shouse and drummer 
Christopher Willams) 4 was во successful and carefree 
that | decided to keep this band and fire the old 
line-up, which was really tough as [auarist] Richie 
Scariet's wife had just ed. But | Фа It for economical 
reasons as when the new guys aren't playing with me 
Ahey до out qn their wn. The thing is they're younger 
‘and hunts and | did't nave ta teach them anything 
‘They knew all my songs. ! didn't have to show them 


anything. so the whole musical transition was effortless" 


BUT AT THE AGE OF 68 TOURING MUST BE FAR 
HARDER THAN IN YOUR-YOUTH? 

"ve bean on the road most of my Ме, во | actually fee 
at home in à hotel room, so long as its а nice hotel of 
свита! Airports brit bother me; byt Im not a big fan 


«of touring ina bus. think i's something to do with the 


‘oration of tho road, as well за the fact | realy don ke 
being confined in a bus for the Jength of time that 
many of those ties take" К 


IT'S BEEN FOUR YEARS SINCE YOU LAST PLAYED ТМЕ_ peopit od been cémménting about my weight and 
Ux, AT DOWNLOAD 2015. WHATS THE LIKELIHOOD OF сто Fd gene back tomy 0 ارام‎ hol ave тея 
MAKING IY OVER ON THE CURRENT TOUR? Mt ts oer nci onthe OCA det So ай # Goog and | 
Tm getting offert го festive ہر‎ Furpe.bit ح۲‎ < im relly happy ма ever hing 1 
made no comets acie Не e hd inest rim з 
Germany and Swaden شس شا‎ the UK. ~ CAN WE TALK A BIT ABOUT YOUR STYLE OF GUITAR ” 
because | havê a lat of дос memories o! playing PLAYING? I'VE READ THAT IN A TECHNICAL! 
althouoh' lat of thar are sketchy! used о fn (UFO. YOU DONT KNOW HOW YOU DO WH 

bassin] Pate Woy Knocking on mi dapr a lot when 1 was ` According o Ne woman Tê O 


inland and herd pul out потери Tb 
fans of Special Brew But „ prete ле! 
fue морава drin and рома ol 


ў 


am ina much better place amazing, Дрога 2 


айне. Рб дою 1ê бе мо ti And on tha 
70 wo years me and Зак of card fending, 

реорі have been felling hen she reads ту cds 41 2 
те that lock younger now the same ones always со 


than {did 20 years ago up, hichvrarely happens.” 


YOU'VE BEEN SOBER FOR: AND YET THEIKES'OF 
WHAT, П YEARS? SLASH, JOHN 5, DAVE 
13 years. Му life 1s easier focused he tasks in hand МОЗТАНЕ, MIKE NCCREADY AND THE LATE, GREAT 
and my future bright” ۔ ےد‎ DIMÉBAG CITE YOU AS A PRIME INFLUENCE. THAT'S A 
PRETTY DIVERSE LIST. 
PRESUMABLY LIFE IS FAR HAPPIER AND SIMPLER?. “Tm flattered by and its been fan to play with many of" 
‘Yeah, Гуо been doing alot of energy workandioen "the guys who've ted е as ап influence. ۱ recently did” 
sawing out all the negative energy from my body. | just а show with the Kings Of Chaos alongside Gilby Clarke, 
repped seven pounds after | reac on socis! media t 


Warren DeMartin James LoMenzo, Matt Sórum and 


backgrounds. I just 
clicked However, | 
got caught up with 
the drugs, the booze 
and the women. 
Rockall did me in 


We SUSPECT THERE 
ARE FANS WHO'D 
OVE TO HEAR 
You rernm 
THE ACE PRENLEY 
Авим FROM '78 N 
fs 257, 
ie actualy дан 
mite entirely wth 
my new band at a 
Convention а New 
Sersey lest voor 
ithe Кан Expo at 
{he Hiton тле 
Parsippany on S. 
December 2018) 
hore were 2000. 
people thee and wo 
date whole авот + 
т sequence Рот beginning 
send There мат much 
раб but ve do have 
0+۶+٣ 
aui suverstitour about the 
pacenwn bum because that 
sons relented 40 yer atr rat 
first 5016 album, so | miade sure | 
олу has nino songe on t as that 
rt album от) id nine song. 
The cover af Spaceman’ was анор 
recreation of tho photo session that 
ا‎ th Barry Levine back in 1978 
seth the tone 


SOME FANS MAY STILL HANKER 
=! FOR FREHLEY'S COMET. Is THAT А 
= YOU WOULD CONSIDER REVIVING? 
22. ٠: most fees ie another fete for me. tas. 
bain Bah Sébeskon sam ой end, James». another era | was geting high | wasnt as focussed I 
о has ployed boss in my bond in the past and asa different me” 
Wwithboth iby and Matt before too in fec Е 
wth myinaructional video etind The ІТ WAS А GREAT MOMENT IN 1988, THOUGH, WHEN 
ск 2009 Кама fn working wth any ot’ ТОЙ PLAYED WITIPFRENLEY S COMET AT THE 
Още. Oh, and slash of course played on the cover LIMELIGHT IN NEW YORK AND GENE AND PAUL 
gays Emelold oa Org vol. STEPPED UP TO PERFORM ‘DEUCE WITH YOU AS АН 


مب لسوت 
OR TO GENES AND ;‏ 
YOUR HIT SINGLE. WE'VE HAD THIS ONGOING SAGA OF GENE Ано‏ ) 


OUTDO PAUL REFUSING TO LET YOU PLAY WITH KISS AGAIN,‏ ہش 
NOTABLY AT THE HALL OF FAME, THAT SCENARIO‏ 

FELT RATHER TRAGIC. * 

Pall ри“ “thie we have a relly good eistionthi now | text Paul 

is But [' not Pant about too much because га a back and forth and we've worked together 2 | have with 

бе! the spotlight on stage for my solos. and then 1 ott my Gene would be nice to go back oyî with them again 

fist lead Vocal wth Shock Me fon tho Love Gun’ alburh , but Cs not my cal would seriously consider L but tho 

from 18771. Butit wae Вовнту competiton, Becauie . " money would nave to bo right. [T not gonna take Tommy 

wê стане something special he свето couldn? Thayer's salary! t would certainly ей more siet 10 

be explained, hecsuse we were from such verse hve me involves, Ihave a gut Feeling will happen” Be 


WHAT ABOUT. 
MERELY A GUEST 
APPEARANCE? 
“That would have to 
бе presented to rne а 
The rioht way. ^ 
Have YOU 
DISCUSSED IT WITH 
PETER CRISS? 

1 haven't discussed it 
with Pete. | recently 
invited him to ply 
with me when we 
ome near to his 
home, but he declined. 
whieh kinda surprised 
те. ва think he. 
hasnt been 100% 
health-wise recently 
зо that may have had. 
Something to do with 
his decision, 


YOUR PAST 
BEHAVIOUR 

HAS BEEN WELL 
DOCUMENTED. 

IN INTERVIEWS, 

AND YOUR. 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY NO 
REGRETS. I5 YOUR 
REPUTATION-AS 

THE BAD BOY OF 
KISS JUSTIFIED? 

\т а way yes. | ink that ute to be тту reputation in 
ihe 70s ard 805 because in-between crashing cars and 
‘overindulging | was prabably'the worst of tne four of 
us But evan оў early as the "205 started seeking help, 
Though It rever баалу stock becaufa you'd go out on tour 
with bands confined 
n the bus and Id 
tnd бр having a bear, 
smoking a joint 

Эп kiss Gone and 
Paul knew, Row to push 
my buttons and a lot 
ofthe time ld drink 
because of decisions “| 
they made. ve long 
since learnt to hot 
have any resentment 
and to Work through any problems that ме been facing. 
As a result ofthat | feel almost reborn, because | Pe 
longer find myself having to look ever my shoulder 
Кой fn driving because гуе been drinking. or worrying 
about bein stopped at borders because Fm carrying 
something оп me 


зо YOU GOT TO MAKE YOUR PEACE WITH GENE AND 
PAUL; YES? 

“Gene came over to my house and we co-wrote those 
two songs for Spaceman’ and Folayed with hi 


Australa before hiring his band and going on to Jagen. 
Everyone thinks we hate each other but thats not the 


case at all. know 
that | put those обуз 
through hel in the 
рай. Sometimes | was 
too drunk at sound 
Ehecks, but'sobriety 
баз madê me mare 
dependable and 
relabie. That's albig 
рыз should we ever 
o aryining going 
Tofward with Kiss" 


THAT'S GREAT TO: 
HEAR! REMEMBER 
YOU FALLING OVER. 
AT A PERSONAL 
APPEARANCE WITH, 
KISS IN LONDON 
11982 DURING A 
SIGNING SESSION. 
"Welt Гу never һай 
great balance to be. 
nest even today! 
Because | drank for 
зо many years | queis 
people Just think INà 
“Started drinking again, 
оо YOU THINK IT 
COULD BE AN, 

EAR PROBLEM: 
WITH REGARDS: 
ТО BALANCE? 

Hin. | remember sufferria Хеу badly from vertigo 
‘ones and having Фо crawl to the bathroom because my. 
balance was even worse than usual. m very prone lo. 
bronchRis 1 get i at east once a year and in this Instance 
И йил wouldnt С up and | was taking аага 
antibiotics: My doctor told те to take ths огоі for 

five days and then 
to stop taking t| ў 


ttt oy hav 
rod vom 


- YOU WERE REUNITED, 
_ WITH PAUL AND GENE AS RECENTLY AS OCTOBER, 
© 2018 ON THE KISS KAUISE, WHERE YOU ALSO 
PERFORMED А SOLO SET WITH YOUR BAND. WAS. 
THAT FUN OR STRESSFUL? 

"Oh. t was defevtely fun. ہمد یل ہی‎ 
сате into my cabin [ust after the boat had left port and 
asked me if | wanted tê да an acoustic set with Pall,“ 
беле. Bruce Kulick, Tommy Thayer and Eric Singer. was 
just getting unpacked and мак realy prepared at all 
"but ust had to Jump ub and во it straight away. | wish rd 
hedan electric guitar, though, 31 really couldn't got the 
solos quite ight because the strings on the acoustic were 
pe ; 


WE CAN'T NOT ASK YOU ABOUT THAT FACEBOOK. (сж me up and carries me outside to the cac That's th 

POST, THE QNE IN WHICH YOU DECLARED "THE Side cf Gene ару people дог"? Бов. pes а caving guy: 
GLOVES ARE OFF." 1 MEAN, CLAIMING THAT SIMMONS р 
СЯОРЕ YOUR WIFE RACHAEL IS A PRETTY EXTREME” - KISS'S FAREWELL TOUR IS WELL AND TRULY 
ACCUSATION, ISN'T IT? UNDERWAY AND PRODUCTION-WISE IT'S AN 
"What pissed me off about Gene wae that whiénever he ABSOLUTE MONSTER OF SHOW. BUT THERE ARE 
осер public he states | was fred. Peter was fire. | always REPORTS OF PAUL LIP-SYNCHING DO YOU HAVE A 
quit the band. Itinfurafes me The fars know the truth VIEW ON THAT? и 
With regards that Facebook post, thére was some stuf! ^ ~} really don't have’ vei on whether Paul в hp-synching 
between Gene ап Rachael that was die unpleasant. oF no, because Ive not оет thom perform on ths tour. 
рше аг ав that statement goes, гуе since romdvod , — Tve пби soon Kiss perform without mo ın the hand. ® 
тузей roy that situation {would think that Bguf would have more respect for 

the fans than to do that, But what ! can tell you ۱ that 

ро YOU SHARE GENE’S OFTEN-REPEATED VIEWS ON Па performed а great vocal on Fire And Water on my 


THE DEMISE OF THE ROCK SCENE? ‘Origins, VeL т album. It brought tears 1 my eyes when 
don know Why he says that, Нос кой is айыб олі شر ا یں‎ vocal and rst heard his work. We 
(Well Нешев caught up i репо people. Its » side Subsequently did the video together. which was alot of 
bf his personality Ive neverdiked. this holier than thou 1° fur. lf was an absolate pleasure te work with him on 
attitude. (mean, he's spent the last 40 years being down that track : 
оп drugs and Заһа) and gow пез a spokesman fora : v 7 
VÀ панкага company راع باط۲‎ MO Strategies] and уй M SURE THAT MOST KISS FANS WOULD THINK ТНАТ 7 
суп Buy iss wine I's пувосноса Ho арака aout . YOU AND PETER SHOULD BE A PART OF THE FINAL 
сумата, so уой Just lake وا ارم‎ he says with gran SHOW, WHEREVER AND WHENEVER IT IS IF THE 
jp ten : CIRCUMSTANCES WERE RIGHT, WOULD YOU.DO IT? 
5, эви! kno the other side of Gene) Hesaiweetquy “Like | said, ИН was proposed and the money was rights 
| ips hot widely known, but пай а facelift before the "96 then го doit It would beexcibro, not ust for me But 
fenior tour and [was abouLto leave hospital to goto Also the fans | remember that opening night at Dodgers 


1, оттан fr celebrite зау fora week tovc Stadium when Ме 901 back together in 1996 was so. 

from having the plastic surgery | wae laying there on mi surrepl With the make-up and the outs | really felt 
hospital bed about to depart whan Gene shows up stat Re d ime-travelled back to the 705. It just seemed 
the same time the tiespital orderly comes along to БА me effortless So iti was lika that In 9G, then it would be 
the limo is downstairs amd goes کا‎ put me ina wheetchair Use same now. | know all the moves, know al the cue 
This sométhing they do the States. | don't know it", (haver"t worn the make-up since | did a Dunkin’ Donuts 
© rsstandard practico in England too, to stop the Rospital " commercial n 2007, and dont relish putting и back on, 

bélng sued if you sli en the way out. Anyway. Gene says because Га have to shave off my beard, but m sure в 

to the orderly 1 dont want tose Ace ina wheelchair Не” would become really easy pretty quickly? 0 


маче 


тез. L2‏ بے سس 


D to poke a guitar smokes 


гал teach someone 


46 INTERPLANETARY TRAVÉL 
NOBODY WILL WANT TO TALK 


-ву m TIME ГМ. 
WILL BE COMMON. 
TO ME AWAY." « 


Puoi зе. 1ке spontaneity 
1٤002920: olay ener. kame et 


۷ DON'T ёё THIS PLANET BEING... THEY RE 
TALKING ABOUT HOW THEY'RE TURNING 
‘AROUND THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS | 
нєє: BUT і THINK IT'S ALREADY ТОО LATE. 


"| SEE UFOS EVERY DAY " 


: | aum a Y [messes lay a role in 
| m] ES uccess, particularly па = 
j еек ык | سس‎ Sure it 
ROASTER] does. But if you dón't ћ 
| i dón't have 
اش‎ (Во balls to give ita shot 


You'rd destined to fail" 


“IF ÛD KNOWN I WOULD HAVE INFLUENCED S0 MANY GUITARISTS 
WOULD HAVE PRACTISED MORE.” 


Er 
j 


К 
по Popul 
"place me tah Ба it hey 

ay 


"We're there to take you away from your problems and rock and roll all. ` з 
nite and party every day for those two hours you're at the conceft." , 
“FOR ME IT'7 NÉDUT THE АШ. i 
FOR Я ЦС. AND IT RININY? НА? KEEN. му ти 
OME OTHER PEOPLE IT's MORE NEDIT MONEY” OO AYSE 


PUNTI سے جج ہے‎ UTE 


